
 

1 
 

 

 

ACTIVITY REPORT 2018 

   

The APC Board of Directors is responsible for fundraising, the use of donations and data protection.  

  

In 2018, APC focused on the implementation of its social projects ZUHAUSE and WIR GEBEN, 

financed unique refugee initiatives and completed the construction of the virtual Grove of Flight with 

a matinée in the Radiokulturhaus Wien with top-class contributions from internationally renowned 

speakers.  

As always, the annual APC Peace Hike and the Krimml Peace Dialogue formed the emotional highlight 

of the APC year: Around 100 guests from Israel had travelled to Saalfelden and Krimml in 2018 to 

take part in our events! 

All in all a very intensive year, crowned with successes and unfulfilled expectations in our WE GIVE 

project, which have an impact on the continuation of Alpine Peace Crossing's activities. 

 

 

 

These points are explained in more detail below.  
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1. Social Projects  

ATHOME – Deposit Guarantees for Refugees 

 

ATHOME is available as a guarantor, who relieves tenants of the 
burden and guarantees payment of the deposit quickly and 
unbureaucratically for landlords in the case of damage. 21,500 € 
are held in a trust account with Erste Bank. The landlords 
receive a guarantee from APC that the respective deposit will be 
paid out on first request, if there are important reasons to call it 
up. The capital stock is continuously increased by the solidarity 
payments of the tenants. This ensures that sufficient cover is 
always available despite possible disposals. 

 

The approach of offering a bank guarantee instead of a cash deposit is common in the commercial 

sector, but a novelty in social assistance. APC has been awarded the Austrian Audience Prize and a 

Recognition Prize for this innovation in the international competition for the Sozialmarie2018. In 

addition to the prize money, APC received a promotional video: https://youtu.be/fk8rcWI32bk  

Until end of 2018 the project has arranged appropriate and affordable HOMEs for 17 families and 

individuals (42 in total). Now the trust fund is overbooked with 110%, no further guarantees will be 

given. 

 

WE GIVE – Inkind Donations for Jobs 

 

WE GIVE is an online platform where items of any kind can be 
made available for a good cause with little effort. The type of 
donation is not restricted; goods can be offered throughout 
the year and - and this is the biggest novelty - the proceeds of 
the donated object will be credited to the donor for tax 
purposes. 

 

www.wir-geben.org was launched on Jannuary 31, 2018 and enjoyed excellent media echo. After the 

creation of the interface with willhaben.at, the first donors offered their donated items on the site 

and buyers were found - initially loyal APC members on both sides. 

APC tried to promote the popularity of wir-geben.org with press releases, TV appearances and 

Martin Grubinger as a testimonial, but not with the desired success until the middle of the year, 

although APC already offered storage space and technical support in March.  

The establishment of the lable "WE GIVE" proved to be a major challenge: An online platform cannot 

be mastered with analogue presentation and media work. Online marketing works via established 

networks or is cost-intensive and requires very specific skills.  

APC had to realise that the association did not have the resources to advertise the platform 

accordingly and to raise enough funds to cover the costs of advertising and administration on the one 

hand and to support projects for labour market integration on the other. APC is now looking for a 

potent sponsor for the project. 

https://youtu.be/fk8rcWI32bk
http://www.wir-geben.org/
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2. Refugee Projects  

Training & Integration 

 

 
In 2018, APC supported the education centre in Saalfelden with 
EUR 10,000 to finance language courses and other specific offers 
for refugees. 

 

The BIBER Academy was founded in 2011 to prepare committed 
young journalists with international roots for the world of media 
and communication. Scholarship holders are trained for two 
months. They publish their interviews, reports and reportages 
online and in the magazine.  
In summer, the Refugee Edition was be published, which was filled 
exclusively by graduates of the Academy. This year, APC was able 
to raise part of the necessary funding for this amazing project 
from the Western Union Foundation (EUR 12,000). 

 

Livelyhood 

 

 

Untiring APC members make a small part of the donations highly 
effective and personal in the care of refugees. They offer language 
courses and support the social mobility of their protégés by 
introducing them to our social life, organizing family reunions and 
assuming procedural costs. We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank them in particular! 

 

Health & Psychotherapy 

 

With a donation from APC in 2015, the Platform for Human Rights 
Salzburg started to finance a psychotherapeutic service for 
refugees in Salzburg ("hiketides"). In 2018, APC contributed EUR 
10,000 to the provision of trained interpreters to refugees for 
their therapy sessions. 

 

  



 

4 
 

 

3. Sensitisation  

Grove of Flight 

 

Today more than 500 names are honoured with 
the Grove od Flight - victims of the Nazi regime 
who were driven into flight; people who made 
their lives easier or saved them; refugees who 
today are in search of a new - safe - home; people 
who stand up for peace and a thriving coexistence 
around the globe within the framework of their 
profession or privately. 
 
After APC had installed and ceremoniously 
inaugurated the physical grove in the Krimml 
Achental last year, the installation with all its 
names and many biographies and testimonials 
was transferred into the virtual world this year. 
 
 
The website www.hain-der-flucht.at (English 
pages provided) offers a walk through the Grove 
od Flight. All names honoured with stones or 
trees can be called up. Visitors to the grove are 
invited to write contributions that will be 
published on the site.  
 
If you would like to express your appreciation to 
one of the honoured personalities, you are also 
invited to send a testimonial for this personality. 
 
In the download area "Images/ Sounds/ 
Documents" you can find impressions, further 
texts and comments, e.g. the greeting message of 
President Alexander van der Bellen and the 
speech of Julya Rabinowich on the presentation 
of the website at the APC-Matinée in the 
Radiokulturhaus Vienna on October 21, 2018. 
 
 

 

   

  

http://www.hain-der-flucht.at/
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4. APC-Peace Hike and Krimml Peace Dialogue  

 

 

100 guests from Israel - never before have so many come to 
Saalfelden to visit the former DP camp "Givat Avoda". Ernst 
Trybula and Sabine Aschauer-Smolik took them on an 
expert tour of today's Wallner Barracks, which again this 
year invited them to lunch together in the dining room. 
Ambassador Talya Lador-Fresher, Marko Feingold and Ernst 
Löschner welcomed among them old acquaintances and 
many descendants of contemporary witnesses. 
 

 

 

Michael Kerbler moderated great speakers in the Krimml 
Peace Dialogue 2018: Prof. Anton Pelinka, Alexandra Föderl-
Schmid (Süddeutsche Zeitung), Irene Brickner (Der 
Standard), Manuela Ertl (Train of Hope) and the author 
Najem Wali enjoyed sharing their experiences and 
assessments with the audience. 
 

 

 

Shortly after 7:00 a.m. 251 hikers left for Windbachalm and 
the Krimml Tauern Pass. Among the participants were also 
mountain bikers (who had to carry their bikes over the 
snow fields), a woman with a prosthetic leg (she walked 
back to the Tauern Lodge) and a blind woman who held on 
to her sister's hand all the way to Kasern/South Tyrol. 
 
 

 

 

Even three children from Israel mastered the 8.5-hour hike. 
While most of the participants boarded the bus to Krimml 
after a hearty Prettau snack, 28 people spent the night in 
Kasern and hiked back to the Achental on Sunday. Among 
them was Guy Shachar from Haifa/Israel, who again filmed 
the 12th APC Peace Hike:  
http://guyshachar.com/  

 

  

http://guyshachar.com/en/2017/austria-commemoration-of-jewish-holocaust-events-in-situ-gains-momentum-and-enhance-public-space/
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      5. Use of Funds 

In 2018, a very gratifyingly high amount (EUR 168,000) was again recorded as donations. These 

receipts consist of dedicated donations, general donations and foundation contributions, to a very 

small extent also membership fees. 

In the course of the year the following areas were supported:  

1. Social Projects -  35%  

EUR 39,000: WE GIVE - Donations in kind for jobs 

We have issued deposit guarantees for refugees (ATHOME) for the equivalent of around EUR 20,000. 

This amount was assessed on a fiduciary basis. 
 

2. Refugee Projects - 34%. 

EUR 34,000: Education & Integration 

EUR 13,000: Safeguarding livelihood, housing & family reunification 

EUR 10,000: Health and Psychotherapy 
 

3. Sensitization - 15%. 

EUR 21,000: Hain of flight 

EUR 4,500: Peace Migration Grant for Teatro Caprile and Krimmler Friedensdialog 
 

4. Increase in liquidity reserve - 9% 

With approximately 15,000 EUR we secure the continuation of the peace migrations for the coming 3 

years. We close the year with a liquidity reserve of EUR 40,000. 

 

The remaining 7% financed administrative expenses and covered costs, for example for auditing and 

auditing. 
 

Since the beginning (mid 2011) of our aid for social and refugee projects, a considerable sum of 

approximately EUR 800,000 has been made available. 

We thank all private and institutional (large) donors from Austria and abroad, in particular the Karl 

Kahane Foundation and the donors. 

 

PN: 1.2.2018 

 

 


